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May it pleaſe your GR ACE, 
K 1 U will, no doubt, * ſurpriſed to be ad- 


ſon in ſo. very low a ſituation in life, as 


ſhould the hungry and oppreſſed apply for relief, if not 
to the opulent, the humane, and the generous? Thoſe 
hat have the honor-to know, and be acquainted with 


your Grace, can beſt tell how ready you are at all times 


B to 


dreſſed in this familiar manner, by a per- 
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t relieve the wants of your fellow e creatures, redreſs their 
grievances, and reward honeſt induſtry. The unfortu- 
nate never made application to your Orace-in vain,” You 
have clothed the naked, the hungry you have fed, and 
made the widow's heart to ſing for joy. © 


As charity and humanity are the noble care be flies 
which in a very particular manner diſtinguiſh your 
Grace, it would be to the higheſt degree ungrateful in 


the Spitalfields Weavers, not to return you their ſincere 
and unfeigned thanks, for the infinite ſervice you have 


rendered them in their late melancholly, and very diſ- 
treſſed fituation- I am therefore, may it pleaſe your ; 
Grace, in the name of the whole body of Spitalfields 
Weavers, to beg that you will be pleaſed to accept their 
ſincere thanks for all the ſervices you have done them in, 


Firſt, forming a reſolution never to wear any thing 


| manufactured in Fr: rance. 


Secondly, for Ain the cas in your n fa 
raily, and in thoſe noble families. wk: have the honour | 


of your Grace 8 acqnaifrance. And 


Thirdly, for che noble Rand you Wade 8 ® cettain 


augufty affembly, in order to procure an act for totally 
. the 2 of all foreign manufactures. 


This 


4 1 . 
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This conduct was worthy ſuch a patriot, worthy ſuch 
humanity and juſtice as your Grace is well known to 
poſteſs, but in ſhort, hat could we expect leſs from 
the unbounded nn of his Grace of; A. 


This generous, patriotic, a W ag) os. call 
ed aloud for our earlieſt acknowledgements, and it was 
with this view that we waited upon you in ſo nume- 
tous a body, on Thurſday laſt, (thinking nothing leſs 
than public and perſonal thanks, would be eſteemed 
worthy of ſo much public virtue) but your Grace being 
too mach indiſpoſed to ſee company on that day, we 
thought it would be but polite to return on the Friday, 
which we dids in. a ſtill more numerous body, but. un- 
fortunately finding that your Grace's indiſpoſition Kill 
continued, and that you was quite unprepared for the 
reception of ſo many friends at once, we then ſound we 
had no other way left, to teſtify our gratitude, but that 
of ſending you a Letter of thanks for all that your Grace 
has already done for us; and to beg, at the ſame time, 
that your Grace would be pleaſed to acquieſce with us, 
in a Scheme preficed to this Letter, i in which we fear we 
hall be in | want of Ou: ane. bag” | 


It has. ber fig chat your Game *. erbe, 4 „ That 5 


« was you a Spitalfields Weaver, you could live upon 
Ten- pence a day.“ I make no doubt but this 
5 aſſertion 
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aſſertion is true, and I thank your Grace for the noble 
allowance you would willingly have made us, had it been 
in your Grace's power. Ten- pence a day ! Ten- pence a 


day, conſidering how very cheap all kinds of proviſion 
are at preſent, is a princely allowance. Oh that I had 
Ten: pence a MED for life, wad I FEWER not Ae your 
Oe” . e 5 


If 1 had P psc a day; I will ud your Grace 
what a Joyous life I would lead. For inſtance, Ten- 


pence a "day'is juſt Five Shillings and Ten-pence per 


week. Now in that caſe, I think I would have a 
handſome and commodious Lodging, for which I would 
give one "ſhilling per week: This, your Grace ſees 


would reduce my weekly allowance to four ſhillings 
and Ten-pence, which is about Bauens me a 
day, to de e as denen, vrt. 


1 N WY 5 71 

| : "ity 85 5 5 r 1 2 0. 
Dinner 2 „ oe — 85 46. = 240 
Supper, after a hard day 8 work 1 ig 7 5 


To be laid by for cloaths, waſhing, Wehle . 
ing, and to be ſpent in recreation fk aa 


Sunday among friends - - 0 o + 
For phyſic, and a Proper TOR in al: 
of en ; ” 12 ff 2 33 Ng be 22 11 21 
; 9 8 
— 5 By 


eee 
By the above calculation, your Grace ſees that a 


ſingle man may live extremely well upon Ten- pence a 
day. 


In the above account I ſhould inform your Grace, 
that no proviſion is made for thoſe imprudents wretches 
who have been indiſcreet enough to get themſelves 
married, and in conſequence, ſome of them have ſix or 
ſeven children. I purpoſely avoided making any ſort of 
proviſion for large fatnilies here, becauſe 1 flatter myſelf 
your Grace will think I have made ample amends for 
this omiffion in the annexed ſcheme, which I ſhall 
now proceed to lay at your feet, humbly hoping, 
that ſhould we be happy enough to get a bill into 


the Houſe in ſupport of this plan, in order that it may 


become an act, that your Grace will, as heretofore, 
-employ all your intereſt in ſupport of ſo noble, and 
praiſe worthy an undertaking, and I, with ten thou- 
ſand more of my diſtreſſed prac as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. 
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Fo or preventing ohis Alden of poor 
| diſtreſſed WEAVERSA from becom- 
ing a burden to their parents or 


country, and for making them 
1 benelicial to the public. - 
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8 RP "Rl can the” more melanchally to thoſe 
14 who walk through this great Metropolis, and 
: eſpecially near Spitalfields, than to ſee the ſtreets 
crowded: with beggars of both ſexes, followed by three, 
four, or fix children, all in rags, and importuning 
every. paſſenger for alms, I am amazed no ſcheme 


Has yet been put in execution for preventing, entirely, 
ſo enormous a einn 


The plan I am now laying before your Grace may 
; very well be made a general one, and not be confined 
1 do the poor of Spitalfields only, but be extended to the 
| wretched in every county in the kingdom. 


I think 


EY 
I think it is agreed by all parties, that the prodi- 


gious number of children in the arms, or on the backs, 


or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of 


their fathers, is, conſidering the preſent price of pro- 


viſion in this metropolis, a very great additional griev- 
ance, and therefore, whoever could find out a fair, 
cheap, and eaſy method of making theſe children ſound 


and uſeful members ot the common-wealth, would 


deſerve ſo well of the public as to have his ſtatue ſet 
up for a . of the nation. 


Now it is generally believed that there are about 
twenty or thirty thouſand married pairs in and about 
London, who are well to paſs i in the world, and others 
of immenſe fortunes, who have no children at all, 
owing to what cauſe I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
termine. Now it is well known, that many of thoſe 
gentlemen and ladies would give a ſmall part of their 
eſtates to have a child they could call their own. 


Old batchelorn too there are, add thoſe that paß fot 
maidens, out of number, who are at a loſs how to 
provide heirs to their eſtates, in order to cut off ſome 
ungracious relation, &c.. 1 ſhall therefore, to prevent 
theſe inconveniences for the future, humbly propoſe a 
remedy, which I hope wil not be liable to the leaſt 
objection. 
| propoſe 


[nn] 

1 propoſe that a bill be brought into the Houſe next 

ſeſſion, for I find it ĩs now too late fer us to hope for 
redreſs this, to make it lawful for parents to diſpoſe 
of their children in what manner they pleaſe, and that 
for the conveniency of the people reſiding near Spital- 
fields, a market be opened at the Royal Exchange, 
from ten to twelve every day, for the ſale of all ſuch 
children who have parents that are unable to provide for 
them. Where people of faſhion and fortune may go and 
provide themſelves with as many infants as they think 
proper, juſt in the ſame manner as they would bargain 
for a quartet of lamb. Your Grace ſees that ſhould 
ſuch a ſalutary law take place, the ſame thing might 
be put in practice in wary city and market town in 
the kingdom. WD | 


What we - amt 1 ave * your 5 is, 
that ſhould ſuch a bill be brought into the Houſe, 
that you would forward it with all your * in 
order that it may Le. 


Antheie Wed ae Gli, 6 great number of 
ingroſſers, ſome ſevere clauſe ſhould be inſerted, in 
order to deter people from ſuch infamous practices, 
which would render the n eu and bring 
this ſcheme into difrepute. | p 


The 


1 
The advantages to be gained by this plan are many 


OE and obvious, as well as of the higheſt i ee 


Firſt, poor people will have ſomething valuable of 
their own, which by law may be made liable to diſtreſs, 
and help to pay their rent. 


Secondly, the conſtant breeders, beſides vi as 
gain by the ſale of their children, will be rid of the 
charge of maintaining them after the firſt year. 3 

Thirdly, this would be a great inducement to mar- 
riape, which all wiſe nations have either encouraged 
by rewdrds, or enforced by laws and penalties. It 
would encreaſe the care and. tenderneſs of mothers to- 
wards their childen, when they were ſure of a certain 
ſum of money for them, when they arrived at one 
year old: and I make no doubt but we ſhould ſoon ſee 
an honeſt emulation among the women, hic of them 
could bring the fattefl and fine? child to the market. 
Men would become as fond .of their wives, during 
the time of their pregnancy, as they are now of their 
rabbits when big, or their ſows when they are ready 
to farrow ; nor offer to beat or kick them, (as is too 
frequent a practice) for fear of a miſcarriage. 


D Many 


144 1 
Many other advantages might be n For 
bag the preſervation, of ſome thouſands of lives 


that would otherwiſe be totally loſt ; the great ſatisfac- 
tion it would be to many married couples. to have chil- 


1 


dren to adopt for their own, which they might now 


lawfully do, becauſe they would purchaſe them in the 
open market. | 


Some NF of a deſponding ſpirit, may, perhaps, be 


concerned about the immenſe number of poor people, 
Pho are aged, diſeaſed, or maimed: but let them not 
have the leaſt pain upon that head, becauſe it is very 


well known, that they are every day dying and rotting, 


by cold and famine, filth and vermin, as faſt as can be 
reaſonably expected: and as to the younger labourets, 
they are now in almoſt as hopeful a condition. They 
cannot get work, and conſequently pine away for want 
of nouriſhment, to a degree, that if at any time they 
are accidentally hired to common labour, they have not 
ſtrength enough to perform it, and thus the country 
and themſelves are happily delivered from the evils to 
come. | 


5 can Mink of no objection that can poſibly be raiſed 
avainh this propoſition ; but I am not fo bigotted to 


my own opinion, as to reject any offer 8 by wiſe 
men, 


1 


* 
6 


1 


6 


tt 2 1 


men, which ſhall be found * cheap, eaſy and 
effectual. | ni 2207 Jo not! 


— 


I defire thoſe politicians whe diſlike my overture, and 


may perhaps be bold enough to attempt af anſwer; that 


they would firſt aſk the poor wretches about Spitalfields, 

whether they would not at this day think it'a great hap- 
pineſs to have been fold at a year old in the manner 1 
preſcribe, and thereby have avoided ſuch a perpetual - 
ſcene of misfortunes, as they have fince gone through, 
by the impoſſibility of paying rent without money, or 
trade; the want of common ſuſtenance, with neither 
houſe nor cloaths to cover. them from the inclemeney 


of the weather, and the moſt inevitable proſpe& of 


iptailing the like, or greater misſeries upon their breed 
for ever. 


But I fear I intrude too much on your Grace's time 
and patience, and ſhall therefore conclude with offer- 
ing up my prayers for your welfare, with the ſincereſt 
wiſhes that you may live long in the poſſeſſion of every 
chriſtian virtue, and be able to accompliſh this great 
plan, for the only relief I fear the Spitalfields Weavers 
have reaſon to hope for, muſt flow immediately from 
the humane and generous heart of the duke of Ex. 


I am 
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ration of your virtues, 
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in perfect 
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Servant, 
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Grateful 
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